
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

Town Mayor 2019/20 

We are delighted to announce that, at the recent annual council meeting,  
Cllr Stella Murphy was elected unanimously as the town mayor for 2019/20. 

Cllr Chris Pond, in his nomination of Cllr Murphy, referred to her long standing residency in 
Loughton, her charitable work and the good qualities that she will bring to the role. Outside 
council duties she is also noted as a renowned home economist, food stylist and authoress, 
including a book some rather exotic ‘smoothies’. 

After her election, Stella thanked members for electing her and expressed her gratitude to 
former Mayor, Councillor Murray, who would be a hard act to follow. She said  ‘I am sure that 
he  would be looking forward to a break after attending over 120 events during the past year. 
She thanked everyone for this opportunity and is very much looking forward to meeting with 
as many charities, schools, community groups and voluntary organisations as possible’.  

‘Loughton is such a beautiful and dynamic area that I have had the pleasure of living in my 
whole life and it is very exciting for me to now be involved with the local community as 
closely as possible.’ 

‘Being involved with charities has always been an important part of my life and I am now 
delighted to be supporting the following charities: ‘Epping Forest Foodbank, Epping Forest 
Reuse, Oak view School and Cry (Cardiac Risk in the young). 

Members also paid tribute to the work of outgoing mayor, Cllr Stephen Murray for his 
exemplary service, commitment and hard work on behalf of the local community. 

The new Town Mayor also congratulated Councillor Tessa Cochrane on her appointment as 
Deputy Town Mayor. Tessa has also lived in Loughton all her life and is involved in charitable 
work in the community. The general consensus amongst members was that the new Town 
Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor would form a formidable partnership in the future.   
 
Note to Editor:  
Loughton’s Town Mayor is elected annually in May by the Town Council.  The mayor’s role is 
to preside over meetings of the council, as well as representing the council at civic and 
ceremonial functions, such as the Remembrance Sunday parade and the annual Civic 
Service.  
 
For immediate release. 
 
Photographs attached caption:  
Town Mayor Cllr Murphy (on the right in cream) / Deputy Town Mayor Cllr Cochrane (on the 
left in blue). 
 
Contact:   Mark Squire, Town Clerk, 020 8508 4200, 22 May 2019 


